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Deeper Dive #2; Zodiac
	One thing that has always fascinated me is unsolved mysteries. Whether that be something trivial like who took the last waffle all the way to murders that happened years ago.
Places like the Villisca axe murder house and the murders of Biggie and Tupac have always grabbed my attention. One though has attracted me for a while now, and that is the Zodiac killer.
	For those of you who are unaware to what the Zodiac killer was, or is, a person who had committed around seven attacks in the Northern part of California, but has never been found. Now, these seven are confirmed, with five dead and two injured, but there is a suspected 20 to 28 people dead, though the killer had claimed to have taken 37 lives.
There have been suspicions on who the Zodiac killer could be but nothing has been nailed on has 100% fact.
	The movie Zodiac, released in 2007 which stars Jake Gyllenhaal, Mark Ruffalo, and Robert Downey Jr., among others, depicts the drama around these killings very well.
	The first time I saw this movie was around a year or two ago and I am glad that I watched it because I now feel it was and is perfect for our deeper dive this time around.
	Now, the movie, which is based on a true story, is about the aforementioned Zodiac killer and the hunt to figure out who he is by depicting his letter that he sends to the newspaper company. 
	Jake Gyllenhaal’s character, real life cartoonist and crime author Robert Graysmith, is responsible for deciphering these coded messages the killer send in to the newspaper. Over the length of the movie, Graysmith becomes more and more entangled in the Zodiac killings, but we’ll get to that soon enough.
	The movie starts off on the fourth of July in the year 1969 in Vallejo, California. Though California is mostly known for its sunshine and general positivity, it was not like that on this not for this was the first known attacking of the Zodiac killer.
	It starts off pretty normally, with a typical couple from the 60s go to a nice little drive up place, but because of how crowded it is, they go off to basically a “make out point,” much like a lot of horror movies start out.
	Then pulls up a mysterious car, that sits behind the couple before eventually driving away. The couple first suspect that it is the girl’s husband. The car then proceeds to turn around and come back for the couple.
	While holding up a flash light, the mysterious figure fires off a good 15-20 shots at the couple, killing them, before eventually driving off.
	After what is perceived to be either a few minutes or hours, a man calls into the Vallejo Police Department, telling them where the kids are while also telling them of another murder he committed that last year.
	“I’d like to report a double murder,” the mysterious man says, before eventually hanging up the phone with an ominous and prolonged, “good bye.” Though the he reported the double murder of this couple, the male, Mike, actually survived the attack.
	The movie then fast forwards four weeks, introducing us to our main character, Robert Graysmith (Jake Gyllenhaal) and his son. We can already see him at work as his drawings are getting shown quite a bit at the start of the movie.
	As we are just starting to get to know Robert, letters are getting dropped off at the San Francisco Chronical where Graysmith apparently works. On top of all the letters in the “editorial” basket of letters, sits a letter marked “Please Rush to Editor!”
	The receptionist of the paper opens the letter and reads it. She then bursts into the editorial room where all the staff members are meeting and hands the mysterious letter to the editor of the paper.
	In the letter, directed directly to the editor, the killer lays out the murders that he had committed with some “proof” attached to it, stating facts that only him, the killer, and the police know.
One thing that I find interesting about the letter is how he spelled Christmas, spelling it “Christmass,” probably trying to add some humor to the situation.
Also is the envelop is a cypher that apparently reveals the identity of the killer and wants the newspaper to smack it right on the front paper of tomorrow’s paper. If they were not do it this by Friday August 1st of 1969, the killer would “go on a kill rampage Fri night” (assuming he means Friday night.
He continues on by saying, “I will cruise around all weekend killing people in the night and move on to kill again until I have a dozen people over the weekend.” The letter is signed with his “logo,” if we should call it that, on the bottom of the paper in which Robert Downey Jr.’s character, real life reporter Paul Avery, reveals it looked like a “gun shot.”
This of course leaves the newspaper with a difficult decision, do they post it or not or post it in the paper? On one hand you’d be screaming to do it because 12 or so people could be killed. On the other hand you could be saying not to because it could cause panic in the city, and maybe it’s just a bluff.
As it turns out, with a phone call from Avery to the Vallejo Police Department, the killings were confirmed, and the police department also received a mysterious letter, as can be said for the examiner. 
Now comes the issue of whether or not to post it in the paper. While on the phone with another paper, someone in the office declares another paper is putting it in the paper, but not the front page. Though, they say to put it on the front page of the paper, siting “if he kills 12 people it’s not our fault,” they ultimately put it on page four of the newspaper, because the newspaper was about to release “10 minutes from now.”
In the process of putting the killers letter in the paper we are introduced to a lot of older technology which I found interesting.
Now it doesn’t take a lot of effort to put pictures or letters into a newspaper, but they, the paper, had a whole giant camera to get it exactly right to put in the paper.
After this, the Skaggs Island Naval Intelligence Center, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the Central Intelligence Agency all try to break this message down, going through what each symbol and spacing could mean in order to decipher this message. 
Eventually, a random history teacher and his wife crack he code, with the killer ultimately not revealing his or her name, as Graysmith had said in an earlier seen.
The message reveals that the killer will not reveal his name because he is “collecting slaves for his afterlife.” Spooky.
The same day as the code is figured out, the editorial receive another letter, with the killer actually revealing a name. Now it’s not a real name, more of a nickname. “The Zodiac.”
Another kill in the movie, probably the most gruesome one, involves another couple at the lake. A man with the zodiac sign and an all-black outfit on, the perceived Zodiac killer,  comes and ties the couple and then proceeds to stab them to death. 
He signs the couples car with the Zodiac symbol with their birthdays and the date of their deaths on the car with the cause of death being “by knife.”
After this we are introduced to Mark Ruffalo’s character, Dave Toschi, the inspector for the case, who is on the call of another kill involved in a taxi.
As the movie continues to go on the newspapers around San Francisco proceed to get more and more letters, with the killer even appearing, by phone, on a talk show hosted by Jim Dunbar where he apparently kills someone, but says it was his headaches. 
Towards the middle of the movie, Avery starts to suggest that the “killer” is “full of shit” and that he is basically just taking credit for murders or crimes that have already happened.
Avery goes on to dissect him even more because of the Zodiac watch company used the same logo he, the killer, did while also claiming murders he possibly didn’t do. “He’s claimed to have killed 13 people, which ones can we actually confirm?”
This little “discovery” from Avery leads him to write some not great things about him in the paper, leading him to receive, basically, a death threat, which makes him eventually leave the paper.
The letter he received basically said “you are doomed,” leading people to wear buttons that say “I am not Avery.”
The main suspect in the case, throughout the movie is Arthur Leigh Allen, who is played perfectly by John Carroll Lynch. Allen was a suspect in the Vallejo killings and Toschi notices his Zodiac brand watch, as Avery pointed out earlier, which leads them to question him more. The only issue here is that the hand writing doesn’t 100% match.
That being said, Graysmith still obsesses about the murders. Once just a loner cartoonist, he is now entangled in this case. 
Towards the very end of the movie, Matt, who was the first victim in the movie, is met by Detective George Bawart of the Vallejo PD, asking him about if he could pick out the killer of his girlfriend from a lineup of pictures. The man Matt points to is Arthur Leigh Allen.
Bawart asks, “on a scale of one to ten, how sure are you.” Matt responds with a not convincing answer, “at least an eight.” But then says “the last time I’d seen this face was July 4th, 1969, but I am very sure that is the man who shot me.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Though he pointed Allen out, Allen suffered a fatal heart attack. And just like that, the Zodiac killer was never convicted.
